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coral. Perfumers dry the saffron-bags, shake the
muskbags, express the sandal-juice and compound
essences/'
These would go to the world, were appreciated by
Harun-al Rashid and astonished the great Charlemagne
.and his barons. King's guards kept order in the gam-
bling-houses : % or -fa of the winning was the king's
dues (Agni Purana). Suvarna was a gold coin**
Rs. 8. 14 annas (Dr. Wilson,) A Nishkd^^ Suvarnas,.
Dinara was adopted from the Romans. Ndnaka was
another coin. Rupikd (now Rupee) a silver coin, men-
tioned by Chanakya in his Art of Government was
probably replaced by the later Tankd. Low-caste
people frequented the grog-shops. Drinking was com-
mon among courtiers, profligate and the gay. Kalidasa
speaks of "ladies* lips scented with liquor/1 Ladies of
the royal household had their fair share. [K. S. Sagara.
Ch. no.] Mass of middle, industrial and agricultural,
classes abstained from drink. Other vices of large
towns existed. Loose persons, cut-throats, robbers,
thieves, courtiers, courtesans etc., were not rare. Wealthy
men had many retainers, spacious courts and hospitality.
Fine buildings, carnages, oxen, horses, elephants/
jewellery, aviary> menagerie &c. In the 8th court lived
the owner of the house in profuse magnificence, with a
lovely garden behind the house, which was a delight of
the ladies. There were garden-houses and villas in the
suburbs far away from the city, They had domestic
slaves, conveyance, covered litters drawn by oxen,
horse, cars drawn by fine ponies.